
Minutes of Clavering Parish Council Meeting
Held in Clavering Village Hall on Monday 3rd August 2009.

(Key to votes: P: Proposed  S: Seconded  F: For the proposal  A: Against  Ab: Abstained  D.int Declared an Interest)

Present: Jon Cooke (Chairman), Eggie Abrahams, Mike Patmore, Nigel Cook, Brian Barrow, Claire 
Rourke, Philip Smith, Ron Couchman, Des Abrahams and two Parishioners.

1. Apologies for Absence:-  were received from Councillor R. Joseph, R. Stanford and the Parish 
Clerk who were away on holiday.

2. Declarations of Interest:-
Councillor E. Abrahams Prejudicial Interest in Jubilee Field, Village Hall 

Committees and footpaths P3.

3. Public Questions:-  There were none.

4. Minutes of Meeting:- The minutes of the meeting on 6th July 2009 were agreed with the 
addition to the list of Councillors present of ”(in part)” against the names Councillors J. Cooke 
and R. Joseph of those present.

5. Matters Arising:-   It was agreed that the minutes should record thanks to Mr. C. Howland for 
the work he had done to the flower bed on Blacksmith corner and it was noted that a letter of 
thanks had been sent to Mr. Whyman for the donation of plants for it.

6. Risk Assessment Record update:-  Nothing to record. 

7. Finance:-  It was agreed to transfer £3,000 from the Deposit Account to the Current Account 
and pay the following:-  (Brian Barrow was asked by the Chairman to write a letter regarding 
the transfer to the bank and Philip Smith was to sign it.)

i. £100.26 for IT and stationary costs associated with change of Clerk, provided that 
invoices were produced.

ii. £115.00 to Mr. P. Abrahams for grass cutting subject to checking what had already 
been paid.

The Council recognised problems with financial matters over the past months and appointed a 
new Responsible Financial Officer forthwith. P: Councillor P. Smith; S: Councillor E. 
Abrahams, that Councillor R. Couchman should be appointed. F: All

8. Planning
a) UTT/0819/09/FUL.  Property at Wicken Bonhunt adjoining Arkesden Parish 

boundaries.  Removal of conditions.  The Council opposed.
b) UTT/0895/09/FUL.  The Views, Hill Green.  Erection of Cart Shed, Councillor J. 

Cooke declared a prejudicial interest and left the meeting.  The council had no 
objections.

c) UTT/0907/09/FUL.  Yeomans Cottage.  Extension.  The Council had no objections.

9. Parking – The Druce:-  The Chairman read a letter from a resident in The Druce in reply to the 
Council’s letter regarding parking.  It was agreed that Councillor Barrow would check on the 
ownership of the land and Councillors P. Smith and M. Patmore would visit the residence of 
The Druce and report to the next meeting.

10. Correspondence:- 
i. Planned parish visit by ECC Highways department in October.  All Councillors 

would note items and report at September meeting.
ii. Street lighting – turning off at midnight review. The Council made no comment.
iii. A report on the Scarlet Malachite by Mr. Rowley was read out.
iv. Essex Playing Field Newsletter.  This would be given to Mr. Tomlinson (Friends of 

Clavering Adventure Playground).

11. Accesses and Greens:-



a) The Cricketer’s access.  P: Councillor M. Patmore; S: Councillor N. Cook.  
The public should be excluded from this part of the meeting. F: 8; A: 1.

b) Councillor M. Patmore reported problems with parking on Hill Green for 
nursery school.  The Chairman and Vice Chair were arranging a visit to the 
new owners and the Council had written to the County Council asking for a 
progress report on waiting restrictions.

c) Land Registry had written to the Council about access to land next to Monks 
Cottage.  Councillor B. Barrow would draft a letter objecting to any change.

12. Footpaths & P3:- Councillor E.  Abrahams asked for permission to speak on P3 item and 
reported problems with payment.

13. Village Organisations:-  Councillor E. Abrahams reported that the Village Hall floor was to be 
repaired.

14. Allotments:-  Councillor M. Patmore reported that there was no need for a skip.   The donation 
towards catering for the Centenary event would not be required as the costs had been covered 
and a profit made.  P: Councillor R. Couchman; S: Councillor B. Barrow. F: 8.

Councillor E. Abrahams suggested some form of Best Allotment Competition.  Councillors 
would give the idea some thought.

15. Phone Box:-  Councillor R.  Couchman reported that the contract with the electricity supplier 
had been completed but that the Council needed to consider to items in the agreement with 
BT:-

i. The Council needed to arrange for public liability insurance.  It was agreed that the 
Clerk would arrange this and confirm with Councillor R. Couchman when this had 
been done.

ii. The Council needed to consider whether legal advice was needed and it was decided 
that it was not.

16. Best Kept Village Competition:-  Clavering had entered Class3.  The winners were Great 
Bentley with runners up Finchingfield.  The Chairman would ask for feedback on Clavering’s 
performance.

17. Any Other Business
a) Councillor B. Barrow reported problems with the footpath near Clatterbury House.  

A letter was to be sent to the Highways department and the Chairman would mention 
the cutting back of hedges in the Newsletter.

b) Councillor D. Abrahams mentioned the high class of repairs to the Ford End road and 
the importance of establishing a good relationship with the Highways Department 
personnel.

c) Councillor R. Couchman reported that he had replaced the lock on the Notice Board.  
Keys were now held by Councillor P. Smith, the Chairman and the Clerk.

18. Date of next meeting: Monday 7th September at 7.30pm

Members of the Public were asked to leave whilst the Council discussed item 11b.

        Chairman
        Clavering Parish Council


